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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Bill  

SUBMISSION FROM [LEVENMOUTH RAIL CAMPAIGN & CLEAR BUCKHAVEN] 

Targets 

We believe the `global’ targets offer the broadest guidance but represent over-aggregation.  

What is required is sectoral targets (and in some cases sub-sectoral) which might then offer 

more concrete guidance to the different, generally sectoral, Ministries in formulating their 

policies and interventions.   The totalling of the sectoral targets will demonstrate ho the 

global target can be meaningfully achieved. 

Given the uncertainty factor, setting all targets within a range would be preferable (ie 70-

85%) 

Benefit-Cost Considerations 

In its primary and narrow focus on target-setting, the link with practical actions risk being 

lost.  Hence, it is vitally important not only to identify sector-by-sector targets but also to 

provide guidance on Government actions seeking to achieve those.  Yet basic criteria for 

any current or planned intervention must also include benefit-cost considerations. This 

policy must provide greater direction in terms of how investment will be justified and 

assessed not only in financial and environmental terms but also in terms of socio-economic 

impacts.    

The Levenmouth conurbation, Scotland’s largest settlement with direct rail links (a 

catchment of 48,000 and major freight potential such as main Diageo’s main Scottish 

operation)  can be easily reconnected and significant reductions in carbon emissions 

achieved with modest investment by reopening a mothballed stretch of line owned by 

Network Rail.  Successive studies have demonstrated the strong business case yet 

Scottish Govt investment continues in much lower returns such as roadbuilding, with its 

much heavier carbon footprint.   Any serious Bill would recognise the need to pluck such 

low-hanging fruit and provide guidance to enable this.   We see no such obligation in this 

draft Bill. 

 

Effects on Equal Opportunities, etc 

It is not clear how Scottish Govt policies and strategies seeking inclusion are captured in 

these statements (eg Socio-Economic Duty etc) beyond vague claims of impact 

assessments. The framing and targeting of climate change actions need to be deliberately 

planned to address severe geographic and socio-economic imbalances and inequity – yet 

this is entirely overlooked.  As a former coalmining community, which has suffered 50 years 

of relative decline, we would look for greater effort on affirmative action in policy efforts in 

which carbon reduction measures go hand-in-hand with counter-deprivation (anti-poverty) 
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action.   There is already a marked tendency for `progressive green’ measures 

disproportionately and consistently to benefit more affluent communities, to encourage an 

easy `preaching to the converted’ rather than combine it to attack exclusion and poverty 

(this is exactly what the Climate Challenge Fund has done for the past 10 years).   We 

strongly suspect that additional synergies and gains of greater magnitude can be derived 

from linking carbon reduction interventions with socio-economic inclusion policies 

  

 


